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Reminder
1/1 - 2021 Licensure Renewal Window Opens
1/8 - Apply to present at the 2021 Ohio Teacher
Leadership Summit
1/15 - Fall 2020 high school end-of-course
test window closes
1/27 - Register for Virtual Operation Graduation
Design Lab 3.0
1/30 - Hearing and vision screenings to be
completed

Art from Anywhere!
Bella Academy of Excellence Art teacher,
Mrs. Heston, has provided continuous art
instruction for students throughout remote
learning. Each quarter, every student
receives a portfolio of art materials specific
to projects for their grade level. Weekly
videos on Google classroom feature Mrs.
Heston reviewing vocabulary, art history,
showing related examples from notable
artists, and modeling how students will use
the materials to complete their project.
Throughout the week Mrs. Heston also
works with students online to provide extra
support within their core subjects and extra
help sessions on Fridays with their art
assignments. Mrs. Heston goes above and
beyond to make sure students have
everything they need!

Click on the icon above for the current CSS
Professional Development Catalog

Apply for RemotEDx subgrants to
support remote education
partnerships by Jan. 15
The Ohio Department of Education recently
announced the RemotEDx Subgrants for
Nonprofit or Community-Based Remote
Education Partners. These grants are
designed to foster partnerships between
nonprofit organizations and local schools to
enhance and enrich remote learning. For
example, this could be used to support
“daycare” services for younger students
through a local church or community group.

Mrs. Heston Modeling Kente Weaving for
Third Graders to create with their materials

Student art portfolios ready to be picked for the new quarter.
All materials students will need for art projects are included
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The application must be submitted by the
partnering nonprofit organization and grant
awards can be as high as $150,000. Click
here to find out more information on how to
apply.

2021 Ohio Teacher Leadership
Summit Seeking Presenters
The Department is seeking teachers and
other school leaders engaged in innovative
teacher leadership practices to share their
successes, challenges and lessons
learned with others at the 2021 Ohio
Teacher Leadership Summit

Lorain Preparatory Virtual Art Show
Lorain Preparatory's art teacher, Alyssa
Clayton, put together a virtual art show for
K-4. Megan Wilson, school administrator,
said that the project turned out so nice and
was a great way to engage online students
in the school community. View the art show
HERE.

Buckeye Community School in the News!
Staff Sending Christmas Gifts to Students
The Marion Star featured an article on Buckeye Community School
recently for staff buying Christmas gifts for students. Christmas time is
usually a season filled with joy, as people decorate the tree, hunt down the
perfect gifts to buy for their loved ones and arrange plans for Christmas
dinner.
But for some, especially with the coronavirus pandemic, Christmastime can
be a time of worry as people struggle to make ends meet, let alone have
additional money to buy presents.
Staff members at Buckeye Community School decided to bring a little Christmas cheer to their
students this year by buying presents and dropping them off at their homes.
The alternative high school, which has locations in Marion and Mansfield, are often filled with
students who are homeless, teen parents, or caregivers for a family member.
Anna Tinnerello, a family engagement specialist at the Marion school, said the idea to help students
in need came in October from BCS CEO Mary Rumpz. To read the full article click HERE.
Buckeye Community School Also Has Its First Graduates!
Buckeye Community school opened its doors for the first time on September 8, 2020. So
far, seven students have graduated. Kudos to the staff at Buckeye Community
Schools. Keep up the good work!

State Board of Education Considers Study Showing
High Gap Closing in Charter Schools
The State Board of Education (SBOE) Assessment and Accountability Committee
considered a study from the Fordham Institute at its Monday meeting showing higher
academic and behavioral outcomes for low-income students in charter schools
compared to their peers in traditional public schools.
Speaking to the committee was the study's author Stephane Lavertu, a professor at
the Ohio State University John Glenn College of Public Affairs, who said the students who experience
the highest education gains from attending charter schools are low-income students, students in
urban areas and Black students.
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Lavertu said that in grades four through eight, an average Black student who attends a brick-andmortar charter school will move from the 25th to the 40th percentile in statewide achievement, a
learning gain he said is equivalent to a full year's worth of learning. He said these effects are most
noticeable in late elementary and middle grades, and produce diminishing returns into high school.
In addition, he said in-person charter school students experience superior behavioral outcomes
compared to traditional public school students in the areas of attendance and disciplinary incidents,
but graduation rates are about the same.
Meanwhile, he said students who attend online charter schools "fall behind rapidly," especially in math
- data he said could be concerning when applied to recent pandemic-related restrictions on in-person
learning and the shift to distance learning.
Lavertu concluded that charter schools could be a cost-effective option for improving student
achievement, and he said funds should be focused toward low-achieving minority students in urban
districts to have the greatest impact.
SBOE member Steve Dackin lauded the study and said that given recent SBOE efforts toward
improving equity of education outcomes in the state, bolstering charter schools in low-income districts
could be "another tool in the equity toolbox."
Dackin said that the study found that Black students experience twice the level of learning gains than
White students do when attending charter schools, and Lavertu agreed that he doesn't see those
kinds of gap closing outcomes from other student support programs.
SBOE member Meryl Johnson said she was concerned about calling charter schools a measure
toward equity given the state's current funding structure that funds charter schools by diverting local
education funds to them, and she asked if it would be better if charter schools were directly funded.
Answering Johnson's question was Chad Aldis, vice president of Ohio policy and advocacy for
Fordham, who said Fordham thinks choice programs, community school and private, should be
funded directly from the state rather than using the current "deduct model." However, he said they
should not be funded through a line item but instead from the same core funding the state sends to
the Ohio Department of Education for distribution to schools in the same way that joint vocational
school districts are funded. He further said that charter schools receive less funding in the Big Eight
urban school districts than traditional public schools.

Ohio Senate Bill 89, which was recently

passed will have a significant, positive impact
on dropout prevention and recovery schools
teaching Industry Credential Only (ICO)
programs. Most significantly, once the bill goes
into effect in March 2021, qualified individuals
may receive a 40-hour week teaching permit
without needing to attend college to earn an
alternative Career-Technical Education license.
Moreover, this teaching permit will be renewable
every year without limits.
This successful passage of this bill comes, in part, from the ongoing legislative advocacy from
Cris Gulacy-Worrel of Oakmont Education and Charter School Specialist’s own Dave Cash.
You can find more information about the bill here.

Reminder - Title I Required Activities

We know all of you are feeling excited about ringing in a new year as 2020 was a challenging year in
education. Nannette Sherman, CSS Federal Programs Director, would like to ring in the New Year
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with some reminders of Title I required activities and notes from the Office of Federal Programs
December training.

2021 Grant Resolutions (Required Activities)
School Parent Compact - Schools are required to send home copies of the School Parent
Compact. This document specifies the expectations of the school and parents’ involvement in
their child’s education. A sample School Parent Compact can be found here: Sample School
Parent Compact
Semi-Annual Certificates and Time and Effort Logs - January is a great time to make sure you
have completed the first set of semi-annual certificates for all staff paid with federal funds. The
semi-annual certificates need filled out twice a year and signed after the fact. For example, the
first certificate should be marked from the first day of school until the last day of teaching in
December and signed in January. The final semi-annual certificate will be marked for the first
day of teaching in January to the last day of teaching in the school year and signed after that
date. Sample Semi-Annual Certificate click HERE and Sample Time and Effort Log click HERE.
Title I Annual Parent Meeting - Hopefully, you have held the mandated Title I Annual Parent
Meeting, if you have not, do it this month! Make sure you keep a copy of the invitation, agenda,
and a record of parents in attendance. If you held or are going to hold this meeting virtually,
keep track of who attends the meeting. You can find a sample Agenda here: Guidelines and
Agenda for Parent Meeting
Homeless Education Awareness Annual Training - All staff at schools must take a Homeless
Education Awareness Training. The National Center for Homeless Education has free
resources including training videos: NCHE Homeless Awareness Trainings
One Needs Assessment - All schools must complete the One Needs Assessment this
year. The One Needs Assessment for FY22 will open soon. Schools must complete this
assessment by March as these will be reviewed starting in April. A spreadsheet will be
available to check on the review process.
Governing Board Review of Policies - The school’s governing board is required to review the
Parent Involvement Policy for the school. Schools should solicit comments from parents as to
any desired changes. The Homeless Policy must also be reviewed annually.
Notes from December Office of Federal Programs Updates - The re-allocation of consolidated
funds will happen in January. The Compliance system will be open in January. Next year’s
federal consolidated funds should be loaded by June 10th. All monthly updates can be found in
the Document Library in CCIP located in Federal Programs Training file.
The Ohio Department of Education has released the Whole Child Framework. There is also SchoolBased Health Care Support Toolkit available for schools: School-Based Health Care Support
Toolkit.
Contact Nannette Sherman at nsherman@charterschoolspec.com for more information.

Ohio Launches Data Portal for
Improved Transparency
Recently, the State of Ohio’s InnovateOhio
Platform team, in collaboration with multiple
agencies, launched the DataOhio Portal—
a first-of-its-kind public-facing portal for
State of Ohio agencies, partners and
citizens
National School Choice
Week (NSCW) is January
24-30, 2021. The effort
recognizes all K-12 options,
including traditional public
schools, charter schools,
magnet schools, private schools, online
academies, and homeschooling. Founded

Ohio School Safety Center
trainings address mental health
topics, addiction and crisis
awareness
The Ohio School Safety Center has
partnered with Nationwide Children’s
Hospital, the Ohio Department of Mental
Health and Addiction Services, and
Columbus Public Health to provide several
virtual training sessions this fall. Although
these trainings originally were intended for
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in 2011, NSCW has grown from 150 events
in 2011 to tens of thousands of events this
year in the U.S. and around the world. Yet,
for 2021, celebrations will focus on projects
and activities -- not in-person events -- as
the U.S. fights the spread of COVID19. The possibilities are endless, from
student art competitions, online information
sessions, and virtual movie nights to school
and home decoration and car parades.

first responders, educators are invited to
attend and learn more about school safety
during sessions on the following topics:
Youth suicide prevention;
Self-care;
Crisis awareness;
Addiction awareness.
Find registration information, dates & other
details about these learning opportunities
here.

Covid-19 Reporting
The Ohio Department of Health issued a K-12 reporting order for all
student and staff COVID-19 cases. This order is specific in the
requirements and is attached for your review. The requirements began
September 8, 2020. To our knowledge, there is no duty to report any
cases that occurred prior to September 8.
The most important steps for all schools are:
1. Name a COVID-19 Coordinator to facilitate reporting of information.
2. Within twenty-four (24) hours of becoming aware of a student, teacher, staff member or
coach who has tested positive or been diagnosed with COVID-19, notify
parents/guardians of the COVID-19 case.
3. Within twenty-four (24) hours of becoming aware of a student, teacher, staff member or
coach who has tested positive or been diagnosed with COVID-19, report the case to the
local health department.
4. Copy your sponsor at coronavirus@charterschoolspec.com when reporting to the
local health department.
Forms for notification and reporting can be found HERE. If you have any questions, feel free to
contact us.

CHARTER SCHOOL
SPECIALISTS

If you would like to submit an article on the accomplishments of your school,
students or staff members, please submit HERE
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